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with Houston and Edwards
to be briefed on the CIA operation
involving
Maheu, Ross&,
and Giancana. The briefing was at the Attorney General’s request. (I.G. Report. p. 62a)
On May 9, 1962, the Attorney
General met, with Director
Hoover.
Hoover prepared
a memorandum
for the record dated May 10, 1962.
recounting
what was said at that meeting. On May 11 the Attornev
General requested Edwards to prepare a memorandum
of the May ?
briefing.
Edwards,
with Houston’s
assistance, prepared
a memorandum dated May 14,1962, relating what had transpired
at the May i
briefing. Also, on the same day, Edwards had a telephone conversation
with William
Harvey.
As a result of that conversation,
Edwards
prepared an internal memorandum
for the record dated May 14,1962,
which falsely stated that the operation
involving
Rosselli was then
being terminated.
(aa)
Involved

The Attorney
General Was Told
an Asm.ss&atkn
Attempt

That

the Operation

Had

Houston testified that the operation
was described to the Attorney
General as an assassination attempt. (Houston,
6/2/‘75, p. 14) When
interviewed
for the Inspector
General’s Report in 196’7, Edwards
said he briefed Kennedy “all the way.” (I.(;. Report, p. 62a) A memorandum by Hoover of a,conference with Kennedy on May 9, two days
after the briefing states :
The Attorney
General told me he wanted to advise me of a situation
in the
Giancana case which had considerably
disturbed him. He stated a few days ago
he had been advised by CIA that in connection with Giancana, CIA had hired
Robert A. Maheu, a private detective in Washington,
D.C., to approach Giancana
with a proposition
of paying $150,000 to hire some gunmen to go into Cuba and
to kill Castro. (Memorandum
from Hoover, 4/10/62)

(66) Evidence
Concerning
Whether
the Attorney
Told That the Operation Had Been Terminated

General

Was

Houston, who said that he was told about the use of underworld
fi ures for the first time by Edwards a few weeks before the briefing
o f the Attorney
General, testified that it was his “understanding
that
the assassination
plan aimed at Castro had been terminated
completely,,, and that Kennedy was told “the activity had been terminated
as of that time.” (H ous t on, 6/2/75, pp. 13,15) Fdwards testified that
he had also believed at the time of the briefing that the operation had
been concluded and that he had so informed
Kennedy.
(Edwards,
5/30/75, p. 16) 1 The memorandum
of the briefing prepared by Edwards describes the operation
as having been “conducted
during the
period approximately
August 1960 to May 1961.” It further states :
After the failure of the invasion of Cuba word was sent through Maheu to
Rosselli to call off the operation and Rosselli was told to tell his principal
that
the PrOPosal to WY one hundred fifty thousand dollars for completion
of the
operation had been definitely
withdrawn,
(Memo from Edwards, 4/14/62)
‘Harvey,
Edwards
terminated.

told

who
was informed
of the briefing
hlm that the Attorney
General
had
(Harvey,
G/25/75,
p. 99)

by Edwards.
been briefed

could
not recall
that the operation

whether
had been

